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Photograph 275 Hurlbutt Street View    

 

Interrelationship of Buildings and Surroundings 

 

One of two Raymond houses on the historic family farm.  Best preserved farm complex in Wilton. 

 

Other Notable Features or Buildings on the Site 

 

The nucleus of the rambling, picturesque dwelling is a central chimney, five-bay structure built in 

1799.   It was reworked and enlarged in the picturesque taste during the last quarter of the 19
th

 

century.  The central chimney was removed to accommodate a central hall, but the kitchen 

fireplace in the back room remains.  A central cross gable was added to the façade, and the side 

elevations were opened up by two-story bay windows with shingled peaks.  A wrapping verandah 

with turned posts, lacey corner brackets, and a plain balustrade was added as was a corresponding 

porch servicing the rear kitchen ell.  The central entrance is defined by a gable with a stick style 
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fill. Two-over-two windows are used throughout.  In addition to the house there is an impressive 

assemblage of farm-related outbuildings including an ice house, privy, and two bank barns.  The 

property is very well preserved. 

 

Historical and Architectural Importance 

 

The handsome, well-preserved house was built in 1799 by Josiah Raymond on a 60-acre parcel he 

purchased from Ebenezer Adams.  In 1803 he sold it to his son Platt (1774-1857).  After his death, 

the house passed through his great-grandson Lew Ambler (1873-1938) who married Mary 

Catherine Miller, daughter of Samuel J. Miller, president of gilbert & Bennett Manufacturing 

Company.  The Lewis Amblers had a house at 15 Cannon Road, and they used this house as a 

summer dwelling.  It is assumed that they reworked the house in the picturesque taste.  They had 

no children, so the house passed to Lewis Ambler’s niece, Elizabeth Ambler, the daughter of his 

brother Charles.  The Amblers’ fortune was made in real estate in Norwalk, and they maintained 

their farm on Hurlbutt Street.  The house, as well as the other Raymond-Ambler home at 257 

Hurlbutt Street rank as two of the finest colonial/picturesque dwellings in Wilton.  Many 

significant farm-related buildings, including an ice house and bank barn, survive making one of the 

most complete farms in town. 

 

Source 

 

Carvutto, Anthony.   Interview,   5/89. 

Wilton Land Records.   

Ambler, Elizabeth.   Interview,   7/89. 


