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Please send completed form to: National Register and State Register Coordinator,

State Historic Preservation Office, Department of Economic and Community Development,
450 Columbus Blvd., Suite 5, Hartford CT 06103

* Note: Please attach any additional or expanded information on a separate sheet.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Building Name (Common) 48 Own Home Avenue

Building Name (Historic)
Street Address or Location 48 Own Home Avenue

Town/City _Wilton Village County Fairfield
Owner(s) 48 Own Home Avenue, LLC - 44 Own Home Ave., Wilton, CT O Public @ Private

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Present Use: Single-family residence

Historic Use: Single-family residence

Accessibility to public: Exterior visible from public road? (O Yes ® No
Interior accessible? O Yes (® No If yes, explain

Style of building Spanish Mission Date of Construction €@ 1915
Material(s) (Indicate use or location when appropriate):

[ Clapboard [] Asbestos Siding [] Brick ] Wood Shingle Il Asphalt Siding

[] Fieldstone [] Board & Batten  [/] Stucco [] Cobblestone [] Aluminum Siding

[] Concrete (Type ) [] CutStone (lype ) [] Other

Structural System
[/] Wood Frame [_] Post& Beam [_] Balloon [_] ILoad bearing masonry [] Structural iron or steel
[ Other

Roof (Type)
['] Gable [] Flat [] Mansard [] Monitor [_] Sawtooth
[] Gambrel [] Shed /] Hip [] Round [] Other
(Material)
[] Wood Shingle [] Roll Asphalt [ Tin [] Slate [] Asphalt Shingle
] Built up L Tile [ Other
Number of Stories: 1.5 Approximate Dimensions 25'%28', 16'x9', 15'x25'

Structural Condition: [_] Excellent [V1Good [ Fair [] Deteriorated
Extetior Condition: [_] Excellent [/] Good [_] Fair [_] Deteriorated

Location Integrity: (® On original site (O Moved ~When?
Alterations? O Yes (® No If yes, explain:

FOR OFFICE USE: Town # Site # UTM
District: L 1S [INR If NR, Specify: [ Actual [ Potential
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48 Own Home Avenue, Wilton, CT Historic Resources Inventory
PROPERTY INFORMATION (CONT’D)

Related outbuildings or landscape features:

[] Barn [/] Shed [] Garage [] Carriage House [ Shop [] Garden
[] Other landscape features or buildings:

Surrounding Environment:
] Open land ] Woodland V4| Residenttal ] Commercial ] Industrial ] Rural
] High building density V] Scattered buildings visible from site

* Interrelationship of building and surroundings:

See continuation sheet.

* Other notable featutes of building or site (Interior and/ or Exterior)

See continuation sheet.

Architect N/A Builder N/A

* Historical or Architectural importance:

See continuation sheet.

¢ Sources:

See continuation sheet.

Photographer Stacey Vairo & Lucas Karmazinas Date September 2017
View See continuation sheet Negative on File CTSHPO
Name Stacey Vairo & Lucas Karmazinas Date October 2017

Organization Stacey Vairo, LLC & FuturePast Preservation
Address 17 Hard Hill Rd., Woodbury, CT 06798 & 940 West Blvd., Hartford, CT 06105

* Subsequent field evaluations:
MBLU# 12/35 PID# 472

Threats to the building or site:
|Z| None known ] Highways (1 Vandalism [ Developers [IRenewal CIprivate

[] Deterioration ] Zoning [] Other DExplanation
-
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Photograph of 48 Own Home Avenue, view facing northwest.

Interrelationship of Building and Surroundings:

This house is located on the north side of Own Home Avenue, roughly 600° west of Own Home Avenue’s
southern intersection with Connery Street. The house is set back approximately 85’ from the street and a
gravel driveway leads from the road to a small gravel parking area located on the east side of the residence
where a one-bay garage is accessible on the basement level. The house is surrounded by a moderately-sized
lawn and extensive plantings and mature trees dot and frame the parcel.

Other Notable Features of Building or Site:

The house at 48 Own Home Avenue is a one-and-a-half-story, wood-frame and stucco, Spanish Mission-
style residence built ca. 1915. It has a side-gabled roof and is oriented with its ridgeline set north-south
perpendicular to the street. A one-and-a-half-story cross-gable block adjoins the main block’s east (facade)
elevation, while a one-and-a-half-story cross-gable block adjoins the west (rear) elevation of the main
block. A two-story tower with a hipped roof is located at the southeast corner of the intersection of the main

Resource ID#: 103



Department of Economic and
Community Development

still revolutionary State Historic Preservation Office

HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY - BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES

CONTINUATION SHEET: 48 Own Home Avenue, Wilton, CT

block and east ell. The first floor of tower has arcaded openings and is sheltered by a hipped-roof porch
with a square corner support. There are minimal overhangs of the asphalt-shingled roof at the eaves and
rakes and a stuccoed eave-wall chimney on the north (side) elevation of the east ell. The house is faced with
stucco. The primary entrance to the house is located on the first floor of the tower and is set in a plain wood
surround. Fenestration throughout the house primarily consists of casement sash set in plain wood
surrounds. There are blind, arched openings on the upper floor of the tower and a circular window in the
gable-end of the east ell.

Historical and Architectural Importance:

This house is located on one of several streets — among these being Own Home Avenue, Sunset Pass, and
Connery Street — comprising what was Wilton’s first residential subdivision, Own Home Heights. The land
on which Own Home Heights sat was purchased from a local resident, Michael Connery, in 1915, by the
firm of Jordan & Selleck, developers from Bridgeport, Connecticut. In all, some 104 building lots were laid
out, these ranging in price from $45 to $160. The properties were directly marketed towards employees of
the Gilbert & Bennett Wire Manufacturing Company, a notable local manufacturing firm and employer of
both native and newly-arrived foreign-born individuals in this section of Wilton, which was located roughly
0.5-mile to the east of Own Home Heights. Despite the worthy interest in enabling industrial workers to
purchase affordable land and build residences, advertisements for the development bore a paternalistic
tinge, with one reading, “Be a land owner, a real citizen of the United States. Own a home site or a small
farm of your own. Own Home Heights will be sold only to desirable people.” The development was far
from a rousing success and all-told only a handful of houses were subsequently built on the property up
until the start of the Second World War. Of interest, however, was the fact that the majority were initially
owned by immigrants who were indeed naturalized citizens of the United States.

A historic map from 1929 identifies this residence as being occupied by an “E. Forsman,” however, no one
by that name can be found in local directories during the early 1930s when listings for the area became
available. By the mid-1930s the house had been occupied by an “M. Braisted,” this being Melvin T.
Braisted, a chauffer. Braisted vacated the house during the late 1930s and by the time of 1940 Federal
Census the 36-year old Braisted had moved to nearby Connery Street where he resided with his 37-year old
wife, Edith, and two children, Doris and Melvin Jr., age 15 and 10, respectively. In 1938 the house was
purchased by Elsie Sundlof and her husband, John, who was listed in local directories as a “galvanizer.”
John H. Sundlof’s World War II draft registration card from 1942 indicates that 51-year old was a native of
Finland and was employed by the Gilbert & Bennett Wire Manufacturing Company. John Sundloff died in
1943, however, Elsie remained in the house until her own death in 1977. The house at 48 Own Home
Avenue is a reasonably well-preserved and rare local example of an early 20™ century Spanish Mission-style
residence. As such, is significant as an example of Wilton’s stock of early-20th century houses, particularly
those representing the Spanish Mission style. It is also significant for its location within Wilton’s first
residential subdivision, Own Home Heights, and its connections to the Gilbert & Bennett Wire
Manufacturing Company.
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Sources:

Robert H. Russell, Wilton, Connecticut: Three Centuries of People, Places, and Progress, Wilton, CT:
Wilton Historical Society, 2004; Wilton Assessor’s Records on Vision Appraisal; U.S. Federal Census
Records, 1900-1940; “Map of the Town of Wilton, Conn., 1909,” C.C. Wood, C.E.; “Map of the Town of
Wilton, Conn., 1922,” Robt. F. Thorley; “Map of the Town of Wilton, Conn., 1929,” W.E. Godfrey,
Surveyor; “Atlas of Fairfield County, Conn., 1931,” Dolph & Stewart, Publishers, New York: NY;
“Residents of Wilton, Conn. (As of July 1, 1937), 1937,” Town of Wilton, CT; “Atlas of Fairfield County,
Conn., 1942,” Dolph & Stewart, Publishers, New York: NY; “Wilton, Connecticut, Directory Map, 1950,”
Town Planning Committee, Wilton: CT; Westport, Saugatuck, Greens, Weston, Wilton Directory, The Price
& Lee Co., New Haven, CT, 1933-1963.
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