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Photograph 1 Grumman Hill Road. View southwest.

Interrelationship of Buildings and Surroundings
The house contributes to the rapidly disappearing, residential character of Danbury Road.
Other Notable Features or Buildings on the Site
The five-bay by two-bay, T-shaped, central hall plan house with interior end chimneys is set on a
granite foundation and appears to date to ca. 1846. Six-over-six windows are used throughout and
the central entrance, features a Colonial Revival door surrounded by a handsome Grecian tripartite
frontispiece with molded pilasters, is sheltered by a pedimented portico with revival Tuscan
columns. The roof with boxed, overhanging eaves does not appear to be original. The house has
been enlarged many times with the wings and solarium on the south side appearing to date from
the late 19th and early 20th century. The rearmost ell is recent. The Hanford House contributes
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greatly to maintaining the original. Historic character of the dramatically redeveloped Danbury
Road corridor in Wilton.
Historical and Architectural Importance
Exactly when and for whom the transitional house on the southeast corner of Grumman and
Danbury roads was built is not known. Stylistically it appears to date to the second quarter of the
19th century. William H. Hanford (1809-1896), a farmer and member of the Kent Methodist
Episcopal Church, acquired the property from Zachariah Fitch, a large landowner in the Chestnut
Hill area, in 1846, and in 1852 he conveyed it to Nelson Hanford (born in 1815) (12:342). It is
possible that the Hanfords erected the house, which remained in the family until 1897 when
Nelson Hanford sold to Annie Jennings (21:186). There have been a host of owners this century,
and the house has had many additions that have transformed it into a rambling farmhouse that
reflects both 19th and 20th century styles. It has been sensitively converted to office use.
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