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Photograph 89 Chestnut Hill Road. View west. 
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Interrelationship of Buildings and Surroundings

Other Notable Features or Buildings on the Site

The nucleus of the present, rambling mid-20th century Colonial Revival house is a transitional
Federal/Greek Revival, five-bay, two-story dwelling with Grecian molding profiles to the cornice
returns. Six-over-six windows are used on the upper level. During the middle of this century the
house was reworked in the Colonial Revival style. A flat-roofed portico with square, giant-order
columns shelter the façade and the windows on the first level have been replaced by French doors.
A large wing with an inset, double-tiered porch was added to the north side of the house. It defers
to the original structure in both scale and detailing. The most significant building on the site is the
picturesque carriage barn located to the northwest of the house. It has a central cross gable and
pedimented architraves over the doors and windows. Still in place are the sliding lift door and the
inward folding barn doors. It is one of the best carriage barns in Wilton. 

Historical and Architectural Importance

The Hanford family owned a great deal of land in the vicinity of the intersection of Westport and
Chestnut Hill roads in the early 19th century. When the property came into the possession of the
Nathan Hanford family is not known, but it appears that the property passed to his son William H.
after Nathan’s death in 1832. Stylistically the house dates to the 1830-40s, so it is reasonable to
attribute the nucleus of the present house to William H. Hanford’s ownership. Another of Nathan’s
sons, Charles E. Hanford, inherited the family homestead at 120 Chestnut Hill Rd. After William
H.’s death,  his estate was distributed in 1897 to his widow, Mary B. and their  three children:
William Henry Hanford,  Georgianna Nichols,  and Harriet  White.  Georgianna Nichols  sold the
house to George H. Gregory in 1906, and held it until his death in 1923 (23:181, 34:343). His
estate conveyed it to Henry P Burton. In 1931 the property was acquired by the Central Supply
Company, later styled as the McCall Corporation, and it was under their ownership that the house
was reworked in the Colonial Revival mode. In 1945, it was purchased by Margaret Ryan. In
addition to the handsome, well-preserved carriage barn, hen houses also graced the property. The
house is a good example of the early 20th century attitude toward period homes, which was to
acquire them and rework them into comfortable country retreats with more regard for grandeur
then authenticity. Fairfield County was particularly popular with “weekenders” from New York
City. The Colonial Revival movement took stronghold in the area in the 1910s.
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